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Grant's Cabinet.

No one here, Dot eveu the angels, Know who are
to be in Grant's Cabinet except the Secretary of the
Treasury, who is only known to Jay Cooke & Co.
Grant does not know himself who are to be his head
clcrKs, as Colonel lientou styled them very properly;
for the constitutional advisers of the President are
the United States Senate, and not the Cabinet.

The Public Debt Statement.
The public debt statement, showing the condi¬

tion of the debt on the 1st inst., will be issued
about Friday. At present there Is no indication of
the cxact increase which will be made. The heavy
d.ssbursi'tnsnts during the month, augmented by the
payments of the Interest on the debt, will probably
make the increase very heavy.

The Postal Telegrtph Bill Defeated.
The liouse Committee on Post Oillces and Tost

Heads decided to-day to report adversely upon
Wasliburne's bill to construct a postal telegraph line
between this city, New York and Boston. Previous
to taking this action the committee heard state-
isenls from Mr. Orton, President of the Western
Onion Telegraph Company; Postmaster Burt, of
Boston, and Mr. Stearns, President of the Franklin
Telegraph Company. Orton, of course, opposed the
bill, and submitted some further statements to show
its impracticability. Postmaster Burt gave It
as uis opinion that the telegraph postal
system would work well, and that at

Boston, at least, it could be carried outlwithout any
iuconvenieuce to the department and with great
bcnellt to the people. Mr. Stearns watt or the same
opinion, 'ihe members of the committee present
whcu'it was decided to report against Washburne's
bill were Messrs. Farnsworth, chairman; Ferry,
Lincoln, Lawrence of Pennsylvania, Hill and Jobu-
sou. The absent members were Messrs. Reader, W.
Clarke. Lynch aud Fox. The chairman afterwards,
U Is said, secured the approbation of the absent
members to what had been done in committee, so

that the report against the bill might bo made to the
Alonso unanimously.

Tbe Fruuco-Auierican Telegraph Table.
Mr. Charles C. Leigh, one of the original incorpo¬

rators in the bill enacted by the State of New York
allowing the Franco-American company to lay a

cable directly between that State and Franoe, ap¬
peared before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit¬
tee tiiia morning and made a long argument against
Senator Morton's proposition that all cable com¬

panies be required to obtain authority from Con¬
gress. He described his connection with the Franco-
American enterprise, saying that he was prompted
to undertake it for the reason that he thought
it unwise that the Atlantic Cable Com¬
pany should monopolize the business of
sending telegraphic despatches between Europe and
America, especially during war, when all the ad¬
vantage would necessarily be on the side of Rug.
land. He though the tariff of the Anglo-American
Company too high, also, and went to Europe to talk
with capitalists there with a view to ascertaining
their views in relation to getting up a new cable
comnany that would have one of its termini on the
shore of tbe United States and transmit messages at
lower rates. He was very successful in his mission,
and on returning got a charter from the New York
Legislature for twenty years, and also a charter
from the French government for an equal period.
After accomplishing this mnch he had parted with
his Interest in the project, and therefore now cauie

before tbe committee without any more interest in
the matter than an ordinary citizen. He came be¬
cause he deemed it would be unjust to the Kranco-
American company, after having made all its

arrangements.2,000 miles oVabie having itecn man¬
ufactured, and the Great Eastern waiting to take It
on board.to exact any conditions from the capital¬
ists who undertook the work In good faith and for
ihe public good. Mr. Leigh concluded his argument
by stating that for Congress at this juncture to pass
a bill forbidding the landing of any cable without au¬

thority from that body would, In effect, be saying that
when the Great Eastern has taken on board her

freight she should not be allowed to land one end or
it on the shore of New York. Would anybody deny
that New'York is the owner of the land un ier water
all along her coast below low water mark out three
leagues Into the sea T lias she not a right to allow
kerown citizens to bring up from the depths of
ocean a cablo and lay It on her own property? Could
¦he put such property to better use, and in doing so
docs she do any Injustice to her own citizens, to Uls¬
ter States, to the general government or to ativ In¬
terest except that of tne monopolists who control the
Anglo-Amcrican companjr On the contrary New York
encourages, m this way, capitalists to embark In an

enterprise that must cheapen and facilitate tiie in¬
tercourse of our citizens and government with thv
governments and subjects of the Old World. Even
supposing Congress to have the right to pass such a

bill. It would be extremely unwise to do so; It would
be Blmply compelling onr citizens to pay ten times
as much for conveying their thoughts to Europe as

would be the cost with a rival company estab¬
lished. it would be attempting to chain
thought and ideas to a single channel, while a new
avenue is ready to lie opened over the broad Atlan¬
tic that would lie accessible to all and be accommo¬

dating particularly to daily aud weekly papers,
which an' novf put to such an enormous expense In
supplying the public with hourly news over the
caiile. Mr. Leigh's address was unexpected, as it
was generally supposed that he was enlisted on the
other side of the question. He protests, however,
that he could not bo so dishonorable, after selling
his Interest In good faith, as to turn around and
strive to njurc the purchasers in the worst manner.

The Fenians Confined la Rritlah Prison*.
The President replied to-day to the resolution of

Representative Robinson, of New York, calling for
the correspondence between the governments of
nreat Britain and the United Statos relative to Cos-
tello and Warren, naturalized citizens of the United
States now imprisoned In Great Hrltain, having been
convicted or treason and felony. Minister
Johnson encloses a letter from Costello,
dated Chatham Prison, la relation to his
condition. Mr. Johnson replied to It on the 4th of
November, and stated he snould not fall to send it
to Washington as requested. Mr. Johnson does not
otter any remarks on this and similar cases. As
official copies of the trials of Warren, ilalpln, Cos¬
tello and McOafflsrty had recently reached blm he
trusted he would soon be able to send to Secretary
Seward a brief but faithtal summary of them, with
¦ome observations on each case. The correspond¬
ence with Lord Stanley and others enclosed has
heretofore been published, and no additional docu¬
ments are transmitted giving new official facts on
the subject.
' A despatch from Mr. Seward to Johnson Septem¬ber 14, 1 88, saysi."I have to acknowledge the re¬
ceipt of your despatch of August as, with its accom¬
paniment- namely, throe copies of a correspondencewhich was recently transmitted to Parliament
between the United States ami «,reat Britain con¬
cerning the treaty on the subject of naturalizationand likewise concerning the imprisonment of Messrs.Warren and Costello. The explanations given byLord Stanley may have satisfied Parliament con¬
cerning the Judicial severity mamiained iiy the
Hiitlsh government III the case of Warren am'l Cos¬
tello. Tney are, however, by no means satisfactoryto the people oi the United state*. It is not
easy to see what advautage the government
nd people of Great Britain derive from

that indulgence counterbalanced by continued
irritation on the part of a friendly nation.
A denpatch from Mr. Seward to Mr. Jonnion, Sep¬

tember 'A 1808, Hays:."I earnestly Hope, not only
that Warren and Costello may Boon be released, as
you seem authorized to expect, but that the natural¬
ization question may be settled before the new
session of Congress in December. 1 think hardly
necessary to repeat the reason* I hare heretofore
given why it Is desirable that the adminttitration of
thla government which is to come In here on tue
4th or March, and the reconstructed administration
of Great Urluun, which to supposed to be near at
hand, r hail ilnd themselves relieved of all the Inter¬
national questions which, although tney are not in¬
trinsically dimcult, have nevertheless so long and so
painfully embarrassed both nations."

UK. COtiTELLO TO 1IIN18TEK JODNHON.
OCTOBER 10. 18B8.

To Hon. Revekuy Johnson, United states Minister,
London:.
Sin.l presume I may be allowed to make a few

Inquiries wnlcli I deem Important for me to know,
and would first respectfully Inquire If yon, sir, have
received any instructions in my case, and if so what
those Instructions are. Secondly.I would ask If
(what a strange If!)) I would ask If I am an American
cui/.enf if so, it Is a sublime privilege. Thirdly.If
the United States government has taken any actlou
In my case and what the likelihoods are of an
eventual release and when? I will not tie you
to a month or two. 1 only wish to know the '.there¬
abouts." 1 am a long time waiting, and am only ap¬
prehensive that the beginning of the end has not
come. In the worst phases of life the inevitable to
more endurable than suspense. Judging from the
present as well as the past, my future is not very
cheerful, but of course events of importance may be
transpiring in the outside world which, If known to
me, might make me think differently. I presume
you are aware, sir, that 1 am allowed to know abso¬
lutely nothing on this or auy other subject, but 1 am
perm I tied to write a letter to my friends once in six
mouths. 1 thought it would not be a bad idea to
write 10 you lnstejid and hear, if possible, what.the
prospects are of being rescued from this life, i
thought to have written a special letter,,so ail
not to interfere with my domestic letters,
but the director, for some reasons well known to
himself, denied me that privilege. It may be. in the
whirl of more grave and Important events, that the
United Slates government has failed to meet the
i.-sne raised in my case, or, as I have been conjectur¬
ing the republic may not wish to disturb the amica¬
ble relations existing with the mother country; or
again, with Know Nothlnglsm may be, as formerly,
In the ascendancy, and hence the sturtlltig anomaly
of one-third or theAmencan population proved to be,
according to the letter and the spirit of English law,
HltCsh subjects. Truly, we may exclaim with Joab,
"Was ever time in wonders richer?" If I
lo be condemned to penal servitude for
enjoying liberty's llrst born, freedom of speech;
if words or even acts of mine while lu the united
states can make me amenable to iirltlsii law, then I
boldly assert that liberty Is not to be found beneath
the Mars and Stripes, and 1 brand that act of the
legislature that coulerred on me all the responsi¬
ble ies but none of the advantages of an American
citizen as an insult and a mockery. Hut let it
be known to whom It may concern that, de-
jftftdlng and miserable as my present position
is I envy not the happiness of my fellow
citizens wno are placed bui a step higher on the
political ladder than the negro under the old rcattiie.
1 am not very pleasantly situated for letter writing,
neither am I sure that tnls letter will reach you.

I should like to give you some Idea or prison dtocll-
pl:nc, but that is an Interdicted subject, and no
wonder. 1 would request that a copy, or, what is
better, the original of tills letter, be seut to the l'rcsl-

Hoplng to receive a prompt and explicit reply I
am, sir, your most obedient servant,

A Hi. ULL1UOTT COSTELLO.
i'ro/rreas of the Tax Mill.

The House, In Committee of the Whole, made con¬

siderable progress with the Tax bill to-night. Com¬
mencing at the l-Jlst scctlou, where they lert off
last session, they reached the 13!ith section, where
the bill commences to deal with the lax on distilled
spirits and tobacco. At this point General Schenck
moved to strike out all relating to these subjects in
the bill, and offered as a substitute therefor the bill
to impose a tax on distilled spirits and tobacco passed
at the last session, which to the law now In force.
This brought the .committee Sown to the 253d
section of the bill, leaving only thtrty-slx sectlqns to
be considered. These relate to the Income tax, the
tax on legacies and distributive shares of personal
property and the tax on succession to real estate.
Afier General Schenck offered his amendment the
committee adjourned, in order to allow It to bo
printed before considering It. it is not expected that
any material changes will be made In the bill as

respects whiskey and tobacco from the present law
covering those articles. The present tax on whiskey
lias worked so well that the Ways and Means Commit-
tee are opposed to any changes either for a decrease
or an advu ice. and it to not thought that any conside¬
rable number of members of the House will support
such a c.iauge should one be proposed. There are,
however, some delects tn the macnlnery of the pres¬
ent law, which have been developed by experience
since It went Into operation. An effort will be made
to remedy these by amendment, and this may give
rise to some discussion and consequent delay. It to
the opinion of members of the Ways and Means
Committee that two or three more evenings' work
will complete the bill In Committee of the Whole.
Should the House concur In the committee's amend¬
ments, which Is most probable, there is no reason

why the bill may not be passed and sent to the
senate next week. It to questionable, however, how
long thut body will delay action on It.
The I rrepres»lble African Again Before the

Hennte.
When Senator Sumner ceases to talk of slavery

and the slave trade It will only be when the King of
Congo Issues nu emancipation proclamation ami ex¬
tends universal suffrage to his dusky subjects. The
proposition l»efore the Senate yesterday and to-day
was to strike out the appropriation giving $12,000 a

vear to three commissioners wlio were appointed
some seven years ago to adjudicate In cast* of cap¬
ture arising out of the African slave trade. The mo¬

tion to strike out was made by Senator Pat¬
terson. of New Hampshire, whom no one

ever thought of charging with pro-slavery
instincts. Hut Senator Sumner assumed to be hor
ror stricken at the Idea of abating the pledge of ex¬

pense to which the government is put one cent in
the holy warfare against Imaginary kidnappers of
the innocent African on the coast of Gninca aud
Scne.'ambla, and fell fonl of Senator Patterson,
comparing him to Slldell for venturing to suggest
the discontinuance of this #12.ooo a year, paid for
service* never performed. It seems this country
has already paid $87.ooo to three commissioners, one
of whom is supposed to reside tn Cape Town, another
in Sierra l.eone and the third In New York, and
none of whom was ever known to have a solitary
case brought within a hundred miles of his Jurisdic¬
tion. The Senator from Massachusetts wauled the
appropriation continued indetlnltely, and this snug
little suiu paid to three gentlemen wno were uo
doubt sensible enough to take the money and spend
it pleasantly in London or Paris, it was finally
agreed to continue the appropriation and pay the
money on condition that the trio of hitherto Manned
commissioners remained at their posts and did Hie
business for which they are paid.
The Inmmurntion Ball.Perplexities ol the

Committee.
The original Inauguration Hall Committee are still

diligently at work endeavoring to perfect a plan on

which the can be successfully carried through.
The privilege of using the Treasury building for the
purpose h,is uceit given by the propej authori¬
ties. ami now the more seriotji portion of
their labors lies before tftttn.tiie task of
arranging the detail* AfS«T Specifying the classf* and
colors of citizen that shall be permitted to purchase
tickets and engage In the festivities, lu theiueantliue
the political and social leaders of the colored citizens
are on the alert to prevent their rights from being Ig¬
nored. It Is claimed by some thai the reply tlen-
eral urant gave the committee when requested to
say whet tier he would attend the ball was not re¬
garded in the light of a decided refusal, and hopea
are entertained that if the matter can be managed
successfully he will yet be prevailed upon to honor
the entertainment with his presence.

The Dehwstt from Wyoming.
The Committee on Elections to-day had np the

case of J. H, Casement, claiming to be elected a dele¬
gate to Congress from the new Territory of Wyom¬
ing. H will lie remembered that Casement to the
man whose credentials were presented some time
ago in the Houiie, and whom Mr. B. D. Washborne
stigmatised as an agent of the Paclflc Railroad. It
is said the committee will report In his favor; but it
Is doubtful If a majority of the House will rote to
admit him to a seat.

The Alls Vela Case Revived.
A memorial was presented to the Senate to day by

Messrs. Abraham H. Patterson and P. lie Murgul-
ondo, citizens of the United States, praying Congress
to maintain American jurisdiction and protect the
rights of (be memorialists in the Island of Alta Vela.
They claim the original discovery and occupation of
the island, and go on to narrate, in very hard lan¬
guage, the condm t of Secretary Seward In Interfer¬
ing witn their rights and using his official ortiee
to promote tho designs ol certain New

Tort speculators on thto insulated mine of
guano. They accum him of complicity in these de¬
signa and of giving active advice and assistance
towards their realization. They nay he deliberately
fabricated a falne decision purported to have been
made by President Johnson in Cabinet council, and
which the President disclaimed all knowledge of.
By his arts they declare justice has been delayed and
defrauded, and at the end of Ave years' anxious
hoping after justice a .new company, with his aid,
succeeded in getting a fraudulent lease of Alta Vela
from flu Domingo.

Meeting of Hraate Committees.
The Senate Committee on Poet Offices and Post

Roads had a meeting to-day, but a quorum not being
present no business was done. Senator Pomeroy
believes a majority of the committee are in favor of
the bill directing the Postmaster General to make a
contract for the malls with the Commercial Steam¬
ship Navigation Company. If this should pass the
Senate there is little hope left for the other schemes
to establish ocean communication with Kurope,
unless money art libitum Is at their disposal. The
Senate Committees on Pensions, Patents and Mines
and Mining held meetings this morning and trans¬
acted some business of a minor cnaraeter.

Tlie Department of Home Affairs.
Senator Henderson's bill, introduced in the Senate,

seems to strike out the plan for a much needed re¬
form- lie proposes to establish a department in the
government to be called "the Department of Home
Affairs," with a secretary at the head, holding a
place in the Cabinet. Into this department arc to
be merged the bureaus respectively of education,
Indians affairs, agriculture, mines and mining,
patents and pensions, and thus do away with tlio
complicated machinery we possess at present.

John P. Hale's Letter.
John P. Hale's letter In Saturday's Herald created

some consternation and flery indignation in diplo¬
matic circles. Hale did right not to resign. When
Joh'i Adams Invited old Timothy Pickering to resign
he replied that he was too old to commit political
suicide, and if he (Adams) would have patience
they would both have leave, without let or

hindrance, to retire on the 4th or March next en¬

suing.
The Acquisition of Mexico.

The leading star in (irant's administration will be
ihe acquisition of Mexico.even at the poiut of the
bayonet.

Consul to Copenhagen.
The President nominated to the Senate to-day

Thomas S. Wilson, of California, to be consul at Co¬
penhagen.

The Supreme Court.
The following causes were argued in the Supremo

Court to-day:.
No. 61..Solomon L. Nlcoli et al. vs. The United

States. Appeal from the Court of Claims. Claim
for duties paid under protest upon certain quanti¬
ties of liquor which had leaked out of the casks on
the voyage iu an importation by the claimants.
Cause argued.

Nos. 05 and no Steamer Siren, cargo and certnln
claimants vs. The United States; aud steamer Siren,
cargo and certain other claimants vs. same. Ap¬
peals from the District Courts for Massachusetts,
fuse of the prize Siren captured In February. 18G5,
In Ashley river, off Charleston, and condemned for
violating the blockade. Argument commenced.

Redemption or Mutilated Currency.
The amount of mutilated fractional currency and

Cnited States notes beingreceived at the redemption
bureuu of the Treasury Department for exchange is
now greater than ever before and requires the force
employed in that division to be at work uni 11 a much
later hour In the day than usual. Since the 12th ol
last mouth the dally amounts received for redemp¬
tion from all quarters have been very heavy and
seem to be Increasing daily. Seven hundred thou¬
sand dollars were received to-day aud a larger
amount yesterday. The large sums returned for re¬

demption indicate that the original issue of United
States currency Is worn to an extent that Interferes
with its circulation.

Custom House Decisions.
The Secretary of the Treasury has decided that

wheat, the product of the United States, Is not liable
to duty on account of Its transshipment from the
vessel of transportation lrom one United States port
to another through contiguous foreign waters owing
to wreck of that vessel. The fee of one-half
storage for one month, under article thirty-
live of the warehouse regulations, does net
appl.v where merchandise M withdrawn for ex¬
portation before putting it In «tore. Ueggage must
be dulv entered, or at the option of the Collector it
may, on declaration, be examined by an Inspector
instead. If dutiable articles are found therein, entry
must lie made thereof and duty paid. Under the first
section of the act of June 27, 1804, all baggage or
passengers from contiguous foreign territory is to
be inspected by a regular Inspector or other officer
or the customs at the first port or entry at which It
shall arrive, and such officer Is empowered to re¬
quire the trunk, sack or other envelope Containingthe baggage to be opened or Its key delivered to
him; and a refusal to comply with such requirement
torrelts the trunk or other envelope and its contents.
it Is doubtrul whether the concealment of dutiable
articles would carry with It more than the forfeiture
of such article. By the rourth section or the act of July
is; lHAti, dutiable articles concealed in baggage ft»r the
purpose or evading the duties are rorTeited, but not
the remaining articles or baggage. If a baggage
entry Is made, and IT upon examination dutiable
articles are round not Included In the entry, all such
articles are forfeited, and the person in whose bag¬
gage they are found is liable to forfeit and pay treble
flie value of such articles. No allowance can be
made for leakage, evaporation or deterioration, Ac.,
of goods In bonded warehouse. Such merchandise
may remain in warehouse ir duty is paid thereon,
and ir exported within three years Is entitled to s
return or duly. Drawback, however, is only allowed
on the quauuty and proof of the article actually
exported.

New Mexican Politic*.
A telegram received to-day from Santa Fe says

that J. F. Chaves Is the unanimous nominee of the
republican convention as delegate to Congress. Mr.
Chaves is now here contesting tlia *eat occupied by
Mr. Clever.

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT FRAUDS.
Report of the Printing Committee of the
Hoase of Representatives.Or*** Frauds in
Stationery Contract*.

Washington, Feb. 2, 1WS9.
The House Committee on Printing to whom was

referred the resolution "directing throi to Investi¬
gate the stationery contracts of the Interior Depart¬
ment. and what articles have been purchased as sta¬
tionery. and the manner In which stationery sup¬
plies have been furnished, and whether any articles
have been procured In violation of law, and if so, to
what amount aud by whose order, and whether any
have been paid ror and not tarnisled," submit the
following report
Your committee have devoted lrhat time they

0MUd spare to Mm invsstigMMi ooMiutd to the n,
and nave taken a great ileal of tMttlinonv anil ex¬
amined much other evidence bearing on the subject.
The stationery contract for the Interior Depart¬

ment for 1S«8 was awardfed to thi hlgnest bidder In¬
stead of the lowest by 'he knowledge of how to bnl.
which made the column or ttnlu lowest, white the
aggregate was highest. Whet lie it is an honest or
an iiouo able method ofawardInt contracts we leave
to be determined after seeing low it Is done, by au
example taken from two of the >i<!s.

DKXraKr a o'touij's bid.
Osnu.

100,000 sheets bond paper, per sleet 8
1:4 reams cap paper, best qiaHty, per ream. 2t»
12 truss barrel pens, jier goss g
10 do/££ hue pencils, asso-tet^ pvlofH.

Total. ... ,r ..ttv.t M
COTI.B « TOWKW' BID.

Mo,000 sheets bond paper, per itieet. |0 MS
1.4 t eams host ap, p< l ean 4 4;
12 gross bat rel pens, per foss 4 28
10 dozen pencils, assort*I colors, per

dozen 105

Total
Below Is given what the agg"egate would amount

to at the prices of the single l»ms . ,
hkmpsbt a oVinh.r.

100,000 sheets bond paper, at t cents |S,ooo oo
124 reams paper, at 90 cena 24 oo
12 gross pens, at 8 cents
10 doien pencils, at 3 cena "

cross amount oo
cott.a a tow*ks.

loo.ooo sheets bond paper. 1k >ent« $2,wo oo
224 reaius cap paper, $4 .

12 gross pens, at $410 dozen pencils, |1 10 M

Tk.:"- 18,112 42
s2*®P'e. on slngh Items, Detnpsey A

belo,r Coye * Towers, while In
are W#)2 18 above them. It

tr*T*tem of bidding ttai thostationery con-

4 en 10 Detnpsey A O'Toole, whose bids
88, instead of Hlanchard A Mo-

Ws aggregated »h,«i« w7. Another
the«X,l? »

n have a good understanding at

liniiii i m or?Pn' ami have taem shaped for jrour
hfi? !¦ f«i * for few' *f any Roods where your
ton mr.ffi- °°8t' *nd ror Urge orders where
* i.?!?1"^ are to be sure and have
cin«o 1,CK or *" "urtl ordered at the
new .

contract, and change yonr bidding
JtoeLVi !.5w,nK °°,,t wft«re you have over-

.
1»« great reliance for profits, however, la

whiVrt ooU|de the contract schedule,
winch, fur the interior Department, excluding the

Patent Office, has been about fifteen per cent, and in
the Patent Office nearly seventy-five per cent. All
article* not in flie schedule are charged ai fabulous
prices, though the contract provides they shall be
furnished a( the lowest market rates, a recent
order from the Patent Office for thirty dozen troid
pens with sliver handles was not compiled with,
ana became a subject of correspondence between
the Secretary of the interior and the Commissioner
of Patents on account of its extravagance, when it
appeared tlmt thirty dozen (told pens wttli silver
handles by the contract cost bnt $2 10, and leas than
"'te n dozen wooden i>eu handles.
The greatest abuses have been in the Patent

Office, where, heretofore, Congress has exer¬
cised no control over ths expenditures. We
lind that, in violation of the express provis¬
ions of ihe law, blank books have been pro¬
cured. irorn July 1, 1887, to August 31, 1888, amount¬
ing to $ 18,201 02. and at prices outrageously exorbi¬
tant. We also find that tney liave procured printing
against law, and in defiance of it, to the umouut of
$32,32», at prices which become stairgering by their
extravagance. This was the practice under Mr.
Theaker and continued by Mr. Stout.
When Commissioner Foote entered upon the duties

of the office his attention was called to stationery
bills for approval. Finding such quantities of goods
charged, and at such prices as to excite his atten¬
tion, he took time to make Inquiries in regard to
them, and liecame convinced that the prices were
beyond reason and the quantities uncalled for by
the requirements of the office. Furtuer examina¬
tion convinced him that great frauds and abuses had
been practised in the supplies. He made complaint
to that effect to the secretary of the interior, who
ordered a commission to investigate his com¬
plaints, consisting of B. F. James, Norris
Peters and K. W. w. Griffin.one appointed by the
contractors, one by the Commissioner and one by
the Secretary. He discharged the messenger, a. J.
F'rasier, wno certified to the delivery of the guodu,
aud placed Mr. Charles K. Thomas in charge or sup¬
plies and purchases on the 24th of September, lie
required all orders to Iks entered upon au order
book and all heads of rooms to keep a pass book,
upon which their requirements were entered, and
the result is that the bills have averaged lets
than $2*35 per mouth, with abundant supplies and
a larger stock on hand In January than when
the system was commenced in September.
'I ins does not Include blank books and printing,
which are now procured where required by law.
The average bills for the three months preceding
this change was $7,m 14, of which $4,1.(8 60 was
for blank books and printing, or nearly lliteen times
as much a* the same articles now cobu
The Inability of the i'ateut office to account ror

the articles paid for is a still more disagreeable
matter to consider. Forty-six caveat books have
been charged and paid for since February, l8#s, at
$40 and £41 each, while not one oi tnem can
be found in the ottlce. Tills is a book of printed
furms, which could be of no use outside the
ofilce, as testified by nil parties. 018,ooo printed
blanks, consisting of letters, decisions, Ac., were
charged aud paid for, when less than 200,ooo could
be accounted for by the requirements of the ofilce.
Of file-wrappers 80,000 were charged aud paid for at
a cost of $07 per l,ooo, aud alter making liberal esti¬
mates for those used and on hand 18,ooo cannot be
accounted lor. Of mauiia and large brown en¬
velopes, nine by twelve. 140,OoO were charged and
paid lor, wliiio the quantity on httnd aud used
could not exceed 4o,ooo, leaving unaccount¬
ed for loo.ouo. Of cards for models, lGo.ooo
were charged and paid for at $40 per
thousand, while but 40,ooo can be accounted for as
used aud ou liand, leaving H0,u00 unuccouutcd for.
'ihe above articles could be of no use anywhere but
in the legitimate business of the i'ateut office, as
sworn to by all parties.

Vast quantities ot other articles cannot be ac¬
counted lor in the ofilce; but as they might have
been made useful elsewhere, may have been pur¬
loined. We give a lew cases of the many in evi¬
dence:.Of eyelets, 1,820 boxes were paid ior, but
only ;;w> boxes would be required for the business of
the office; lour and a half do/eu press copy books
bought aud paid for, out none to lie
fouad; 890 sheets French tracing paper
bought, seldom if ever used, and but
twelve sheets oti hand; 121 reams yellow euvolope
atpcr bought, but uot over lofi reams can lie ac-
wuuted lor; 1,ooo,ooo envelopes paid ior, while the
uses of the otlice would amount to about 160,ooo.
Of taffeta ribbon lo.ioo nieces were paid for, and
l,0flu gross of rubber bands, and there was a tike ex¬
travagance hi the oiher articles.
The prices chanted were as extravagant as the

quantities. We give a few caries:.Hooks worth $0
are charged at $45; cash books, worth $5, charged
at $26; cards, worth about $3 per thousand,
ate charged at (40; printing envelopes, worth
about $2 60 per thousaud, is -charged lat
$20 and $40; ruling, worth about f2 .50 per thousand
sheets, is charged at $50; printing 600,000 blanks,
worui perhaps $2 per thousand, charged at fie 60
anu $17. To give them all would become ledlous.
The messenger who had custody of the goods and
certified to their delivery certified to the correctness
of the July bill, which ran from June 24 to July 24,
l8o», amounting to $7,183 2D. From July 3 to July
24 he was aosent, and it was during this time that
$6,83126out01 the $7,183 28 are charged undelivered.
His assistant Kept a memorandum or all the orders
given and the goods received In the absence of the
messenger, and the gross amount in value Is less
than inw.
How the commission who were appointed to Inves¬

tigate the complaints made by Commissioner Foote
to the Secretary of ttii liter;or, with all these facts
In testimony before them, could find no evidence of
abnse or fraud on the part of the contractors, while
they do find aud report to the Secretary of the Inte-
riot "that the loss to the office since July, 1867, has
been $81,048 46," is beyond our comprehension.
They had evidence before them, and state
In tbeir report, that these contractors had
charted in their bill lor one iinonth and were paid
for printing 17,000 patent heads more than they have
ever delivered, at $140 per thousand, which are now
procured at a cost of $25 per thousaud, and (hat
they still hold 40,000 sheets of bond paper belonging
to the government. It is difficult to conclude what
would be an abuse if charging and getting pay at
this rate for work to the amount of $2,380 In one
mouth more than was performed was not one.

In another of the findings oi this committee we
were surprised, considering its attempted results.
They were limited In their range of powers to the
complaints made by the Patent Office, and when
they decided to enter upon the consideration of the
question whether HempKey A U'Toole had a contract,
for undelivered bund paper, which was not a ma ter
of complaint and not legitimately before them, the
Patent office protested against it. Yet with the law
specifically requiring all contracts to be made in
writing, after advertising for proposals where the
exigencies of the service do not lorbid the delav,
they found a contract verbally made for 000,000 sheets
oi bond paper at eight cents per sheet, MkjuI half of
which was undelivered and unpaid for, to exist,
without any shown exigency, which would even
warrant a purchase In open market without a writ¬
ten agreement, without even a written order, but
upon the testimony of one of the parties in Inter¬
est.the statement of an employe of the Patent
Office that the acting commissioner satd rtiev would
have to take the paper, coupled with the drawing of
a warrant on the rreasury for $24,'nsn d slimed to
be used for Its na.vraent. Having entered upon the
consideration or that matter It is unaccountable, if
they desired to have all the facis, why they should
not have called t.eueral Stout, the acting commis¬
sioner. as a witness, who Is ullcged to have made the
contract and who was in close proximity to their
place of s.ttlug.
The committee find the following facts irom the

evidence in regard to this iiorid paper:.l'hllji .*
Solomons, former contractors for stationery with
the Interior Department, held a contract for print¬
ing specifications With the Patent Office, for which
the ottlce furnished bond paper, buying it of Phllp
A Solomons at tight cents per sbeei anil using not
far from .100,000 sheets per annum. When Dempsey
A O*Too .obtained the interior stationery contracts
they claimed the right to luruish this paper as It was
required. TUe uiatior became the subject of consider-
ration between the contractors, the acting Commis¬
sioner and the Secretary of the Interior, uul resumed
in ti.e purchase, at different times, 01 01.ooo sheets
for patent heads, Phllp A Solomons having ft5,OO0
sheets ou hand for printing specifications. Genera!
Stout, then acting commissioner, states that he sent
a communication to the Secretary of the Interior
advising the purchase of a large lot of bond paper,
and sta ius: that he would do so if ordered or
granted permission. This was given lor lioo.ouo
sheets, and a warrant drawn for $24,000 to mal;«
payment, aud advanced to the contractors, and a
bond taken from thiin as security for Ihe delivery
of the paper. This statement Is confirmed by the
committee who made the award of contracts for the
Interior Department, who sav that It was known by
one of their number that 300,000 sheets or bond Tistitr
had been pnrcnfl?W ijumre !l>6 kids ware opened,
and henCO they disregarded the bidding for that ar¬
ticle, Knowing the government wornd not want any.(WB«Al Stout runner testifies that he w as given to
Understand by the staff of his superior, the secretary
ol the Interior, that it wou>d to hav«
snotnW Ilk? uuauHty purotfLied, and that he had a
warrant drawn lo» J^.ooo, in anticipation of au
older to make tuo purchase, for its pajinent; but as
therP VII ft6 immediate want for paper wUleh
would warrant him in making the pur¬
chase, and as the directions to make the pur¬
chase did not coine down, he addressed n com¬
munication upon the matter to the secretary ol the
interior, to which he received no answer, and for
that reason declined to make any order for the
paper. It Is perhaps due to General stout to sav
that ne testified to being In office temporarily as
acting Commissioner, and followed the routine he
found established and made uo changes but such as
he was authorized or directed to make bv his superior,
it Is also due toJJempsey A O'Tooie to state that we
think they were warranted In believing the purchase
would lie effected, and had the paper in controversy
manufactured In anticipation.
The law id regard to making contracts for sup¬

plies Is very clear and explicit; yet this commission,
without sny advertisement, without any urgent ne¬
cessity, without a written contract or written order,
aud without even Inquiring of the only person who
could make the order, found a contract to exist
for 800,000 sheets of bond paper of the value of
$41,000, one-half of which had lieen delivered;
aud upon the report made of their finding the
Commissioner of Patents was ordered by ihe
Secretary of the interior to make payment for
900,000 sheets of bond paper at the price of $24,000.
This will appear the more strange when we state
that the whole amount of purchases for the Interior
Department of stationery, in all Its forms and ror all
Its bureaus, excluding the Patent Office, for which a
contract was made, will amount to bnt little If any
moro In the last eighteen months than this single
Item, which the Commissioner of Patents is ordered
ta pay, and which we believe Congress ought to for-
bid for these reasons.

If It was a purchase where the urgency wonld not
allow advertising and a written contract, and it was
ordered from a contractor, he is bound to inrnish it
at the lowest market prices. These contractors have
furnished 301,000 sheets of boud paper and becu

ptld $38,080. Its highest tcstiilwl cost was $7 0*20 .

titld flitcen j>or ccut for profit, $l,0u3, und vou ha.vt*
M.0T3. Deduct Ibis fro 111 the mourn pai^andit
leaves theui over iao.ooo above a fair pruflt on a bill
of $28,080. Or, to state th«x transaction m a dlf-
fereat way, f24,000 of this amount was ad-
vanced to the contractors for their business
which they were to cancel in paper at four
times Uh. cost, ami this order is to pay them a
further sum of I'Ji.OOO for what cost tliein {ri.oou. And
besides, the whole transaction was against law and
surrounded with such manifest evidences oi a pur¬
pose to obtain from the government money without
adequate consideration as to warrant the conclusion
that if even a verbal order or agreement was made
it ought not for a moment to stand against the writ¬
ten contract to furnish ail articles not ou the ttche-
uuie at the lowest market price. We therefore

¦=meud the passage of tye following joint «eso-

Ilhe S,6^*le J"* Hr>ll,e of Keprescntatlvoa of
the United states of America, la Congress assembled, That

llr mak. ° HV® ,n,£r,"r\h're'y '""icted Dot lo receive

kI " WO"51" r°/ i»MHU sheets of bond paper claimed to

rior
iU« stationery contractor for the Inte¬

rior department at a coil of WI4,tXW; and also that be with-

tors lhZ^tnr"J??aL'!iU'> cl*lT<1 ^U <lue to said contmo-

17uiw^k <*1*0* and recc.vcd for printing
«,,'.i!?iP!f which work wai not performed by ibern;

T^ue of .40'WW »i>e«U of bond paper at elkht
uow }*e eu"°dy of laid contractors, un-

ZZJumSZS murn«,: .>* "»»* »» »l«" deduct from iholr

U?e rlntrLn .'|m0,1^t chfr«®'1 for goo<l, (not included In

in opeifujarket. l'iePrloe« ai which like good, are Sold

All 01 which is respectfully submitted.
A. li. LAKLIV.
JACOB 11. ULA.
H. L. CAKE.

T£3 FORTIETH C01TOBE33.
Third Ntmlou.

SENATE.
Washington, Feb. 2,1869.

UkMORIALK AND PETITIONS.
The President presented several petitions and

memorials, which were appropt lately reierred. Also
a communication from the Secretary 01 the interior
in regard to an appropriation to carry out treaty
stipulations with the Creek and Chickasaw Indians.
Mr. 1'oiiBKov, (rep.) of Kan., presented a petition

for woman suffrage in the District of Columbia and
in the Territories. Referred to the Committee on the
District of Columbia.
On motion of Mr. Trumbull, (rep.) of 111., the

Committee on the Judiciary was albcharged from
the further consideration of the petitions ior woman
suffrage.
TheCHAiB laid before the Senate petitions asking

that the constitution be so ameuded as to at know-
ledge the Almighty God as the source of ail authority
and Jesns Christ as the ruler among tue nations.
(sundry memorials against increasing the duty on

iron olid steel and petitions for an increate oi the
duty on haircloth were presented.

ALIENATION OK UOVKKNUKNT GRANTfl.
On motion of Mr. Sckkxk, (rep.) or Mass., the

Committee on toreign Relations were dnsohanred
from further consideration of the bill to prevent the
alienation to foreigners or grants or privileges Irom
the Unitqil states; Mr. DoolitUe'a joint r. .ioluiion 111
relation to laying telegraph cables, and .Mr. Morton's
resolution to prevent the landing or foreign sub¬
marine cables without the authority or Congress.

UKM1KKION OK DUTIES UPON MACHINERY,
Mr. Y\ illiams, (rep.) of Oregon, trom the .'ommlt-

tee on Finance, reported the House bill m rerunl to
the manufacturers' tax. with amendments, so an to
provide merely that all taxes upon navm machinery
lor the government whicn hud not accrued before
last April shall be remitted.

THE Al.TA VELA CLAIM. :
Mr. \ iCKRiut, (dem.) of Md., presented the memo-

rinl of Messrs. I atterson and Murguiondo usivlii"- the
government to Intervene ior the protection oi their
rights to the Island of Alta Vela. Kelerred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.
TELEOKAPllIC COMMUNICATION WIT1I FOREIGN COUN-

TRIES.
Mr. St jinkr, from the c immlttee on Foreign Rela¬

tions, report'd a bill relating to telegraphic commu¬
nication between the United States and a loreign
country. It provides thai whenever telegraphic
communication shad hereafter be established be¬
tween the Lnited States and any foreign country by

lines or cables of which any portions are
within the jurisdiction of the United biaies the same

servatlo 8u. ject 10 lhe r°Uowlag supinations and re-

,k£irft~Tbe ' nlfd 8Ir,m government shall be entitled to
the «in« or similar privileges wltli regard to control and use
ofanysuch llnea or cables and the lines or caldes connected

,i 7K '**. agreement or otherwise be ex
erclaed and enjoynii by any foreign government whatever.
.v xnl.I be i lilted States government ¦hall at all time* ha

conceded prlotlly In the use of auch llnea, and be allowed to
wnd lis mo-sages by an operator of lu own ae.ectlon.
TUini.Wlieu not otherwise ilxed by agreement the rates

Uenerai.'n'meUt ,ue***4;e* «hall be tiled by the Koeimaiter

/W^.The lines shall be kept open to the public fortte
IfftaLf* i publication of market and commercial

ETC?' f?" '"J®lll*eu<«t *nd »" measatse* thall be forwarded
io!i 1i a im T*eicePt u hereinafter provided.

I.. mITZ J S? all times, within the Rower of Congreas
to determine the rate* to be charged for the irar.nmlaalon of
measagee and communication« over sueh lino or cables, and
to establish such rules and regulations In relation thereto as
U may judye necessary.
«.»A.ht fore extending any sueh line or cable In or ovsr

any water, sliorss or lati'la of tlio United States the corpora¬
tion in qucsllon shall file with tue secretary of State a wi Itlen
acreptancc of Ibe terms and conditions of tbS. bill.

hectlon aecond provides that, subject to the foregoing con-
altlon*, the consent of Congress la hereby given to the lavia a
and maintaining or telegraj hlc lines ana cublea between the
United Mates and auv foreign country, In and over our

shores snd lands, subject, however, to any aud all |water I
rights of property ami State jurisdiction In and ovsr the
same; and provided also that tlie foregclng privili'tes (ball
not be enjoyed by any company whose line terminates In a
rorelgn country by which similar privilege* are uot extended
to companies Incorporated in this country.

TRASHKfcK OK LAND GRANTS.
Mr. Drake, (rep.) of Mo., introduced a hill to

authorize the tri»n.«rer of lands grained to Hie l ulon
Paeidc Railroad, Eastern Division, t>etween Denver
and the point of its connection wlththeiL'mon i'aclOc
Railroad ami the Denver Pacific liailtoad, and to ex
peilite the ctiinpletiou of the railroad to Denver,-
Colorado. luj/errcd to the Committee on Uie i'acihc
Railroads.

It provides that all the rights a-id privileges
granted to the Eastern Division of the Inioa I'acitlc
Railroad shall be extended to the Denver line as
though it were a continuation of the same. The said
companies are authorized to tnortgiige their respec¬
tive portions for an amount not exceeding i.hki
per mile; provided neither company siiad be en-
titled to a subsidy in United Slates bonds by virtue
of lie foregoing urovlsions.

.. ...
REDUCTION OK Till ABMT.

Mr. VV OMM introduced a bill to authorize the con¬
solidation or infantry regiments aud tor other pur¬
poses, which was referred to the Committee on
Military Affairs, it directs the Secretary of War
whenever any Infantry regiment falls neiow the
strength deemed necessary to its eillcieney to con¬
solidate with another and assign Its oiilcers to duty
as fast as vacancies occur; bat the number of Infan¬
try regiment* shall not lie reduce* be ow thirty. The
hill authorises the Secretary of War to oiler lor sale
certaiu real property oi tlie tinted states ai Harper's
l-erry, \ergennes, vt, and Rome, X. V., and makes
some regulations in regard to bounties nnder the act
or July ISrtfl, the most Important of whicti is that
claims therefor must lie presented before next Sen-
tcuiber.

1

THE HUEW THEOLOGICAL SEMtVARV.
Mr. SiiKitMAN.frep.) of Ohio, from the Committee

on Finance, reported tue hills for the relief of the
Drew Theological Seminary of New Jersey and the
l.nlversliy oi Virginia, aud asked thai ihey suoulU
lie iiiiieitmtely po-iponed.
Mr. Fbii.inuhi'Ysen, ,rep.i of K. J., moved to lay

the rejiort on me bill for the relief of the Drew i'h»vi-
logicai Sem.n-ry on tlie table, as he wished, at some
luture day, to saj someilnug about it. Tabled

THE BRIO IK'llAN BELLK.

inie^nT" ^ ^ m0T#U 118

Mr. Howakp, irep.i or Mich.. d-'Sirel some ex-
pl.uiatlunof the bill, which was given by M'-asis.
Morgau and Fessondca. 'l'ho matter was ftirthcrdN-
enflsed by these Senators and hv Messrs. tJriuie.i and
Conness, until the expiration of the morning iiour.,
which brought up unfit)btislticss of !
bUl)

'"'C ^'UUsi,'*r DiplomaUc .\pj ro; iitti.lon

THE DIPLOMATIC ArPROPRIATfON nrt.L.
The pending ameudincni was that of Mt. I'atttr-

snv, oi Ji. H., to reduce the annual pay of the Jtui,:; s

anil arbitrators appointed under the treaty of i t:
with t reat Britain tor the suppression of the slave
trade to $ioo uud flfiy dollars respectively.

^OBiuu., irei'.i v( Me., said the treaty pro¬
vided for the establishment by each government of
three such courts at three dlsiiuct |>oints, and of
course the courts could not lie siutnineJ if the sala¬
ries of the judges were to bo cut off.

Mr. Morton, ire p. of Hid., remarked that the
obligation under the treaty was Just as binding to
keep the judges at the two points on the coast of
Airlea as at New York; jet he was lnfWmqd that the
Ridges assigned to those points <ltd not reside
there. Even by paj tug the salaries tho treaty would
not lie carried out

Mr. Mokkill. of Me., insisted that the government
was bound to make an appropriation to carry out
the provisions of tlie treaty wuether ihe Judge* were
at their posts or not.
Mr. I'ATTERsox, irep.i of N. H., said if he could ha

would strike the treaty out of existence, aud the
object of his amendment was to nuiitry It. The
judges, if they were m their posts, would liavo noth¬
ing to do: but he, happened to know that the Cape
Town judge had not been in Africa for a long tune
and regarded the courts as entirely unnecessary; but
If the courts must bo continued, as the oiflce of
Judge was but nominal, so should their salaries be

Mr. Morton moved to amend, by providing that
the salaries of tho Judges should be p ud only for ihe
time they result at their respective posts. He would
like to know who the judges were. He hail been in¬
formed that those asslgueil to Africa had uot beon
there for years.

Mr. st-MV«R, (rep.) of Mass., In renlv read the
names of the judges-Messrs. Troman Bmith afVe#
lork; flenjaniln Prindle, cape Town* Ueorae w
Palmer at sierra Leone. If these judges wTe toti
wm to blnmV^hllr P0,Ul' th* '^Partmeut
was to biarnt , but that was no reason why » unifiers

from New li'a!na "'¦'Pulaiion. ^f ihe senator
,ew.fHr. I'aMwaoni disliked the

to have H, tetuuluaulfl. proceeU lu u,e rt*uUr
h® <IW not dislike the treaty

Tnnrt. iw T°fllu ,lave 41 vermtna'ed, because t o
courts for wTi.rli it provido I were n* le s.

n,vLwJ.. ^ndkicks, (ilem.) of itid.inis is fdmplv a
propMitioB lo su«e to tk« Hcaeury, winch it

is propose! to expend without any benefit to tlw
country or tlie world. The Senator from Massa¬
chusetts undertakes to prevent this sav.njf oy
saying that Mr. John Slideli made tho same jirupoai-
tlon years ago.

Mr. mi:mm.k.F did not Hay that; I said he made a
similar proposition.

Mr. Hbvuucks.Well, sir. what dfd that mean?
Simply that the Senator from Massachusetts, as a
leader here, thought tie wax putting the politicalla«h over the suouders of some senator. I do not
know how men feel when the lash is brought over
their shoulders in that way. 1 do not think that one
loan has a right, tn a political discussion, to attemptto prevent the exeieise of another's judgment byusing t.ie lash, as tuo Senator from Massachusettsdocs, as though somebody should lie afraid to sup-port a proposition i>ecause long years ago Mr. 8Udeil
made a similar proposition. Tho Senator fromMaaaachuaetts iheu undertakes to ehow that we
are technically bound by treaty to make this
appropriation, and uirain be raises the lash. Ho
leela profound regret that a .Senator Irom New Eng¬land suould make so Ill-considered a proposition as
this amendmeut tn favor of tho stave trade. Mr.President, tins lias nothing to do with tne slave
trade. I called upon the Seuator ycbterday to tell
the Senate aud the country what single act these
courts had ever done to suppress the slave trade.He could not mention any, but lie Intimated that
they were ready If anything, should come In their
way that they could do. Now, this expenditure has
been going on at the rate of $12,500 a vear for six or
seven years, so that already there tias been paid out
under this treaty over $70,000 of the people's money
lor doing nothing whatever; anil the distinguished
Senator irem Massachusetts would huve ttus expen¬
diture continue. What legislativeconstruction ought
to lie given to this treaty r A reasonable one, a cou-
stru lion which will curry out the purposes of the
contracting parties. I claim, then, that the Drop r
legislative construction or this treaty is that lue
occasion lor tne courts having ceased the rurce of
the treaty itself, in that regard, has passed. If mere
aro otner provisions of tne treaty that still have
force aud meaning in view of the purpose of tho
contracting parties, of course such provisions silil
suutd. 1 enall vote for this amendment because it
proposes to save some money. It is nionstrou* to
say that mea who reside in tho city of New \ork
suould I>o paid lor duties winch must be performed,
if at all, on the coast of Africa.
Mr. Morton.in my opinion this treaty should ba

soon terminated; but the argument, that these courts
should noi be continued because there have been no
cases before them is not a good one. The treat/
was altogether of a preventive character, and
its eftlciencv ts to be estimated by the extent
oi its success in preventing the slave trade.
The treaty provide that each nation strail
keep a fleet on tho coa'<t of Africa Tor tue capture of
slavers aud shall esubli.su courts for their adjudica¬
tion. 11 this lias been successful as preventive ma¬
chinery, then the treaty Is a success, an l you might
as well sav that because the lleets make no captures
of slavers they should therefore be called nome as to
say that t.ie courts should be discontinued because
they have no eases to adjudicate, while it Is owingto
the presence of the lleets and the existence or the
couits that there are no cases. Hut in order to
carry out the treaty stipulation In regard to the-e
courts the Judges must reside at tue places where
the courts are established, and therefore I have
moved an amendment providing that they shall be
pmd only lor the time they are at their posts.
Mr. SuiiNEi:.I thin*, the amendment of the Sen¬

ator from Inuiana meets the precise exigency.
Mr. Patterson.1 think it entirely deiea h the ob¬

ject of my amendment and leaves the matter jtist
w.iere It ls. My objection is not tuat the Judges do
not stay at thoir posts, but that there is no work l'ur
the judges to do, and that, therefore, we do not need
the couris.
Mr. Mokkill, (rcj).) of Vt..f g'jzgest to the Senator

thut the judges might be allowed a per dicin :or ino
time they actually worn.
Mr. Patterson.i would like tha. very well, bc-

causolt would give them nothing.
Messrs. sums Kit and Morton said that that also

would be a nullification of the treaty.
After au animated discussion of points ot order,

wlucn lasted over an hour, and developed a remark¬
able diversity of opinion on the part uf Senators in
rtgard to the rule, Mr. Pattersi :i s um ndm -,.t «v,
voted down aud Mr. Morton's adopted as an amend¬
ment to the provision In the bill as reported by the
committee. The provision ho amended was then
agreed to. leiviug ihe salaries of the judges ami arb.-
trators unchanged, out requiring their resident* at
their respective posts as a consideration of pay¬
ment.

AMENDMENTS TO TIT It CONSTITUTION.
Mr. WOJOH, (rep.) or Mass.. introduce I a joint

resolution lo submit to the Legislatures of the seve¬
ral States for ratification the following articles of
amendment to the constitution:.
Article 15, Seotios 1. All Ibe male citizen* of the

United Slates, resident* of the iiereral Stale* now or here¬
after comprehended in Ibe Union, of Ihe ii^e of mrrnly-ouo
yean and upward* of sound mind, (hall be rniiliod to au
equal rule In ull elections in the Slate wherein tuey ahail re-
¦ide, the period of such reaidence as a .luallhcailuu for voling
lo be decided by each Mate, except inch ciUxena as hi»v^ en¬

gaged in rebellion or lunurrectlou, or ahail be doly conrievad
of ueaaon or oilier infamous emue.

s»K<\ i The Congrena itutll hare power to enforce, by ap¬
propriate leelalalloo, the provMoas of thl« article.
ART. 1».Sko. I. The right of cklssnn of the tolled Slut-*

to hold oiiu e shall ant be uouled er abridged Oy tne Uniuu
State* or any State oc etesillrt «f sue, color or pi e ton* con-
ditioa of servitude.
Sac.1 The Congress shag have power to enforce, by ap¬

propriate legislation, the provision* at this article.
tue nupAiirmwrr t>i' hohe irrn f. :.

Mr. Henderson introduced a bill to establish a

Department, of Home Aflairs. The department is to
have charge of the General Land omce. mining inte¬
rests, ludian affairs, the Bureau of Preedmen and
Abandoned Lands aud tue Bureau of Education.
At iiall-past lour the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPHESZNTAnVES.
WASHINGTON, Pcb. a, 1S60.

PENSIONS AWARDED.
Mr. Peritam, (rep.) of Me., from the Committee

on Invalid 1 ensions, reported a bill giving to tne
widows of Brigadier General 1). B. Hid well and
Brigadier General 1'. A. Hackeliniui pensions of |.'>o
a mouth, tne former from the lttth of October, Isfti,
and the laVer from the 3d of October, lStiii. Passed.

WITliaOLDl.su RAILROAD BONDS.
Mr. Shanks, (rip.i of ind.. offered a resolnilon di¬

recting tlio Secretary oi the Treasury In all cases
where the government has aided in constructing
railroads to withhold bonds suttlcietit to secure the
construction of a hist class railroad. Ke Ierred t>v
ttie Com mil tee un Appropriations.

THE PARAGUAYAN DirriCCETIK?.
Mr. Robinson, (dcm.) of N. V., offered a resolution

directing the Secretary of the Navyto communicate
the correspond!nee of Hear Aumiral i ha .* II.
l'avis. of tne south Atlantic s;j
the difficulties with Paraguay. Adopted.

COST Of DECiIRaTIS'U THE CAVII >!..
Mr. Hubbard, (dtm.) of loan., offer* i a i solu'iun

calling oo tue sec.etaiy or the interior lor iu'i- . it-
tion as to various amounts paid lor wor.Ns of ,n iu
decorate the t'apitoi. statues, oil palntiugs, frescoes,
Ac., since i no 1st of January, IS. ;, with the uamen
of the artists, and wiieihbr native or loreun, .vc.
Adopted.

SBNTKNCK OF MILITARY TRIBUNALS,
Mr. Pain*, (rep.) of Wis., ironi tne Committee on

Keeoiistructiou. offered a resolution ending on thti
Secretary of War for inioruiaiiou as to whether any
niHirict coiuiuauder has turned over for trial or pun¬
ishment to the civn auihoriiius of any ree .usirueted
Stale any persons w u) bad been tried, coovicteil
andseutenctd by military tritiuu.iis, ,vc. Adopted.

rttlNTiNO I'llR 1NTBKNAL TAX U1LI.
Mr. Schknck. (rep.) of Ohio, offered a resolution

to print.,0o copies of the Internal Tax bill, with tiie
amendments agreed to in Comin ittee of tire rt'hoe.

THIt PENSION LAWS.
On motion of Mr. Miller, (rep.) of Pa.. It was or-

don d that Thursday evetiiiKt of u-?.\t week ue set
apart for the coussleratlon oi reports from the Com¬
mittee oil Invalid i'euxlous.

Tiie bill relating to the operation* of the Pension
laws, whicit was oeiore the House several days hist
week, came up as the regular business m ihe morn¬
ing hour.
Mr. Niblack, (detn.) of Ind., who had moved to

recommit the bill witn instructions to report it back.
with the secouti section struck out (the section in
re'.miou to the misconduct of widows), wltuurew
tiiat motion.
Mr. 1 kbium said he would now allow any amend¬

ments to be offered to the bill, and would then ask
ill-* House to role upon the bill aud amendments.

Mr. Itacm. (rep.) of 111., moved to strike out the
second section an I to substitute lor It a s. ction pr«n
viding tiiat no female pen doner shsll forfeit her
pension by roarriaue. He sai/l tnat lie hud always
reuartled the present rule as contrary to pui'iic policy,
inasmuch as it discouraged marriage.
Messrs. iNGK.i-oi.i., (rep.) of ill. s»nd Cotodb,

(rep.) of Pa., offered uimuduienU to the ^.»iue effect
subatantiaiiy.
Mr. MyEK.s, (rep.) of Pa., offered an amendment

providing thut the death of every enlisted man m
the service shall be held to have been caused oy tho
stivice, except where there Is evidence thai it has
been caused by the fault of the soldier, lie made
remarks illustrating the selhsuntss oi Ihe present
system.

Various other amendments were offered and then
the bill was ordered to be printed and recommitted.

T1IR LAST KlVRIl HRIIHiK.
Mr. Cook, (rep.) of III., irora the committee on

Roads aud Canals, repor ed "a bill to eniuiuisii a
bridge across the Last river, between the cities of
Brooklyn aud New Wirk. a post road.'' It directs
that ihe bridge, to be constructed under an act of
the New York J>tate Legislature, shall be, wnen
completed in accordance with the aforesaid la <v of
the State of New York, a lawful structure and post
road for the conveyance of the mails oi the I niied
States.
Mr, Cook explained the object of the bill and stated

that there were oniy ten or eleven vessels in the en¬
tire merchant marine and navy that could not pa- s

under the projected bridge.
Mr. Robinson made a statement to the like effect,

adding that not once In a century would auy vessel
too lofty to pass under the bridge have occasion to
go past Fulton ferry, where It Is to be located.

Mr. Woodward, (dem.) of Pa., obleeted to the bill
as Mug au attempt to decide in advauce a judicial
ffiiMtWiI. _ . ^

Mr. Kerb, (dem.) of Ind., explained that the ob-
ject of the bill was to prevent the panics iroi.i i">uig
enjoined In tho building of the. bridge on the que«-
tion of the authority of the State ot New York to

authorize the ercction of any obstacle over a branch
of tide water. .

Mr. Woonw tun sold that if he und-rstuod the bin
It violated a «reat and sound principle oJLjyvcrn*
incut In anticipatlnut a Judicial quest torn "fie ques¬
tion wheUcT tue state of New York Hal a n«ht w

bridge the f!nrt riTcr hv an incorporated co aoaay
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